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SMALL BUSINESS TALKING POINTS ON TAXES  
 

 It’s time for the wealthiest Americans and big corporations to pay their fair share of taxes. 
To get our nation back on track we need everyone to do their part. Ending the Bush tax cuts 
for the richest 2 percent is a good first step. 
 

 Ending tax cuts for the richest 2 percent is not an issue for the vast majority of small 
businesses. 97 percent of small business owners earn less than $250,000. [source] 
 

 Job creation is driven by customer demand, not taxes. Businesses don't pay taxes on their 
total revenues; they pay taxes on their income after deducting expenses like the cost of 
hiring and paying employees and investing to grow the business. 

 

 You can’t cut your way to a successful business – you have to invest. The same is true for 
our economy.  To build a business, you have to invest in things like equipment, inventory, 
training staff, and building relationships with customers. To build this country, we have to 
invest, too. And investments require revenues. That’s why we need a balanced approach to 
boosting the economy that includes substantial revenues.  

 

 We need to level the playing field between small businesses and big corporations when it 
comes to taxes.  

 We should end tax breaks for companies that ship jobs overseas, and level the playing 
field for small businesses that create jobs in America.   

 Many big companies – like GE and Verizon – pay ZERO federal income taxes in some 
years. American small businesses that pay their fair share are subsidizing large 
corporations that dodge their taxes and ship jobs overseas.  

 Small businesses create manynew jobs. If we care about seeing “Made in the USA” again 
we need to level the playing field by eliminating the tax loopholes for big corporations 
who disguise their domestic profits as “foreign” profits to avoid taxes.  
 

 Congress needs to act like a small business owner. Shake hands on what you can agree on 
– middle-class tax cuts for the 98 percent. Then come back later and tackle whether to 
continue tax breaks for the richest 2 percent.  
 

 More than 600 business owners and executives recently sent a letter to Congress calling for 
an end to the costly Bush tax cuts for the top 2 percent and for reinvesting in America. The 
letter was coordinated by American Sustainable Business Council and Business for Shared 
Prosperity. 
 

http://www.treasury.gov/resource-center/tax-policy/tax-analysis/Documents/OTA-T2011-04-Small-Business-Methodology-Aug-8-2011.pdf
http://businessforsharedprosperity.org/Bush%20Tax%20Cuts/Letter%20to%20Congress/Signatories
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Small Business Polling on Taxes 
        
In a survey released in October 2012 by Small Business Majority: 
 

 52 percent agree that while no one likes to raise taxes, we should raise taxes on the 
wealthiest 2 percent – those with household income above $250,000 – given the budget 
situation. Four in 10 strongly agree. Only a 39 percent minority believes raising taxes on the 
wealthy means raising taxes on job creators and small businesses. 
 

 Small business owners feel they’re at an economic disadvantage when it comes to taxes. 

 Nine out of 10 believe big corporations use loopholes to avoid paying taxes small 
businesses have to pay, and say big corporations’ use of such loopholes is a problem. 

 72 percent believe that loopholes that favor large corporations should be eliminated.  

 Nine in 10 entrepreneurs support eliminating tax breaks for moving production overseas 
and providing incentives to bring production back to the United States. 
 

 Respondents in this scientific national survey were politically varied, with Republicans being 
the most dominant. Of those surveyed, 47 percent identified as Republican or independent-
leaning Republican, 35 percent as Democrat or independent-leaning Democrat and 8 
percent as independent. 
 

In a survey released in February 2012 by American Sustainable Business Council, Main Street 
Alliance and Small Business Majority:  
 

 Small business owners support ending upper-income tax cuts: 51 percent say Congress 
should let tax cuts on taxable household income over $250,000 a year expire (only 40 
percent believe they should be extended). 
 

 Nine out of ten small business owners say big corporations use loopholes to avoid taxes 
that small businesses have to pay: 92 percent say big corporations’ use of such loopholes is 
a problem. Three-quarters of owners say their small business is harmed when loopholes 
allow big corporations to avoid taxes. 

 

 Nine out of ten small business owners say that U.S. multinational corporations’ use of 
accounting loopholes to shift their U.S. profits to their offshore subsidiaries to avoid taxes 
is a problem: 91 percent agree it is a problem, with 55 percent saying it’s a very serious 
problem. When asked what would do the most to create jobs, small business owners chose 
eliminating incentives to move jobs overseas. 
 

 Respondents in this scientific national survey were politically diverse, with a majority 
Republican or independent-leaning Republican.  50 percent identified as Republican (27 
percent) or independent-leaning Republican (23 percent); 32 percent as Democrat (14 
percent) or independent-leaning Democratic (18 percent); and 15 percent as independent. 

http://www.smallbusinessmajority.org/small-business-research/taxes/taxes-and-role-of-government.php
http://asbcouncil.org/sites/default/files/files/Taxes_Poll_Report_FINAL.pdf

