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STOP CORPORATE TAX DODGING: INVEST IN U.S.

CORE MESSAGES

· Corporate tax dodging is bad for America. It’s time to stop corporate tax dodging and invest in the U.S. again by ending the tax loopholes that encourage corporations to ship profits and jobs overseas. 

· If we close tax loopholes that allow corporations to shelter their profits in the Cayman Islands and other tax havens to avoid paying their fair share of taxes, we can raise $600 billion over the next decade, according to Congress’s Joint Committee on Taxation. It’s time to bring those profits and factories and jobs back to the United States. 

· We can use that money to invest in jobs in America – making classrooms less crowded, improving roads and bridges, rebuilding manufacturing and making us energy independent. 
· When big corporations don’t pay their fair share of taxes, the rest of us have to pick up the tab – our families, small businesses on Main Street, and government services we all depend on that get cut.  

· This 4th of July would be a good time for our nation’s big corporations to display some real patriotism by investing in America and sharing responsibilities. When big corporations ship profits and jobs overseas to dodge their fair share of taxes, they hurt our country. That’s not patriotic. 

MORE DETAILED MESSAGES

CORPORATIONS HAVE TO CONTRIBUTE THEIR FAIR SHARE OF TAXES 

· Apple made profits of $74 billion overseas over the last four years and paid virtually nothing in taxes to any country. That’s not right.

· Apple’s not the only big U.S. corporation trying to avoid paying its fair share of taxes. In recent years, profitable American companies like General Electric, Verizon and Wells Fargo used loopholes to pay nothing in federal taxes—some even got a tax refund. 

· Corporations have not contributed a dime towards deficit reduction. Yet $1.8 trillion has been cut from programs and services that educate our children, keep our food safe, protect our families and nation, and create jobs. Just $600 billion has been raised from higher taxes on the rich.

· Those struggling to find work, keep their jobs, feed their families and retire with benefits they’ve earned should not be asked to sacrifice more, when corporations contribute so little. And some even get bailed out. 

· It’s outrageous that corporate CEOs with their multi-million dollar paychecks and lavish personal pension plans demand that Congress cut Social Security and Medicare for the most vulnerable Americans, while fighting to lower their already low corporate tax rates.
· Congress faces a simple choice: Are you going to stand with corporate CEOs, or with our kids who need good schools and healthcare? 
PATRIOTISM, SMALL BUSINESSES VS. BIG CORPORATIONS 

· We should end tax breaks for companies that ship profits and jobs overseas, and level the playing field for small businesses that create jobs in America.  

· American small businesses that pay their fair share are subsidizing large corporations that shirk their responsibility by dodging taxes and shipping jobs overseas. 

· Small businesses create many new jobs. If we care about seeing “Made in the USA” again we need to level the playing field by eliminating tax loopholes for big corporations. 

· As Americans who are loyal to our communities and our country, we pay our taxes because it’s an investment in America and the next generation. Wealthy, successful corporations that have done well in America ought to do right by America by paying their fair share of taxes. 
SPECIAL INTERESTS RIG THE TAX SYSTEM

· Today the big corporations use their lobbyists and campaign contributions to rig the tax system in their favor. It’s about time they started living by the same rules as the rest of us.

· Too many politicians have stacked the deck in favor of their wealthy campaign contributors and corporate interests, while the middle class gets stuck with the tab.

· It’s time to make our tax code fair to average people who work hard and play by the rules, not just the wealthy who lobby hard and rewrite the rules in their favor.  

SAY NO TO CORPORATE TAX AMNESTIES

· Many big corporations are pushing for a temporary tax amnesty – a “repatriation” tax holiday. This would allow U.S. multinational corporations like Apple to bring back (“repatriate”) offshore profits to America at a fraction of the corporate income tax rate. A similar tax holiday in 2004 reduced the corporate income tax rate from 35% to just 5.25% and 92% of the repatriated profits were used to pay for dividends, share buybacks or executive bonuses, not to make new investments or to create jobs.

· A handful of big corporations support a permanent tax amnesty – a territorial tax system. This system would waive all U.S. taxes on profits American corporations make—or claim to make—overseas. U.S. corporations will be taxed solely at the tax rate that exists in the country where the profit is derived. This will turn much of the world into a giant tax haven and provide a magnet for Apple and other multinational companies to shift even more profits, production and jobs to tax havens. Working Americans will lose jobs and see their wages decline and Main Street businesses will be asked to contribute more as multinational companies contribute less.



